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Welcome to the audio description introduction to The Examination, written
and directed by Feidlim Cannon & Gary Keegan.

This production is Creative produced by Rachel Bergin, with Research by
Associate Professor Catherine Cox. Set Design is by Ger Clancy, with
Costume Design by Sarah Foley, and Lighting Design by Stephen Dodd.
Music and Sound Design is by Denis Clohessy. Animation Design and
Illustration is by Gareth Gowran. The Movement Director is Eddie Kay.

The performance runs for approximately one hour and fifteen minutes
without interval.

ABOUT THE PLAY

“I’d like the people to know I’m not an animal. Did I cause harm? Yes.
Should I be punished? Of course. But do I deserve my human rights?
Absolutely I do.”

The Examination is the award-winning production by Brokentalkers
exploring mental health and human rights in the prison system, performed
by Brokentalkers’ Gary Keegan, and stand-up comedian and former
prisoner Willie White.

Featuring Brokentalkers’ distinctive blend of biography, socio-political
discourse and breath-taking theatricality, The Examination draws on
historical research and testimony from current and former prisoners. With
powerful imagery and a visceral soundscape, The Examination is an



uncompromising and revelatory interrogation of an aspect of society too
often ignored.

The Examination is the outcome of a 12-month research period, that saw
the Brokentalkers’ directors hold theatre workshops and interviews with
life-sentence prisoners and former prisoners in various settings including
Mountjoy Prison and PACE Training and Education Services. They have
also drawn on wider historical analysis undertaken by Associate Professor
Catherine Cox (UCD), with Professor Hilary Marland and Dr Rachel
Bennett (University of Warwick).

ABOUT THE SET

This space is a very large room with walls painted black , and the stage at
floor level. The audience sits in raked seating facing the performance.

On the right hand side of the performance space is a wooden desk, painted
white, with grey shadowing on the top and legs. On the far side of this desk
is a long wooden bench, big enough for two performers to sit alongside
each other with room to spare, facing us. On top of the desk is a silver
service bell, placed at the end nearest the centre of the stage. Placed at
the far end of the desk is a clunky black microphone stand and a
microphone, and a typed script on A4 paper, bound at the top.

On the left hand side of the performance space is a flat wall with a pointed
top. It has a long triangular platform in front of it. This area has been
painted to make it appear like a 3D cube. The wall and platform are pale
grey with a broad white outline. Placed on the platform, towards the front, is
a large red button.  When pressed, this button triggers a buzzer.

The cube wall is also used as a screen throughout the performance, with
images and text projected onto it. Sometimes the performers will read the
text aloud. At other times, the text will be delivered as part of the audio
description. Images are also projected here to illustrate what the
performers are saying. When the criminologist Cesare Lombroso is



mentioned, a photograph of him is projected onto this space. A black and
white photo of one of the performers, Willie White, is also shown here.
When Willie narrates a journey into prison, photos of prison walls, gates,
doorways and cells are shown. Where possible, these will be mentioned by
the describer during the performance.

Further to the left of the cube space is a single grey chair, set facing the
centre of the stage. This space is usually occupied by Gary, the other
performer in this production.

The lighting for The Examination is simple – often focussed on the
performer who is speaking - and monochrome, creating a pool of light
around the action against the black walls. Use of colour is very sparse.

ABOUT THE CAST AND COSTUMES

There are two performers in this production, each referred to by their own
names – Gary Keegan and Willie White.

Gary Keegan is in his forties and wears a steely blue-grey suit, with a crisp
white shirt, open at the collar, and tan leather brogues. He is tall and trim,
with dark, greying hair combed neatly into a side-parting. He is slightly
tanned, and speaks with a smooth and calm delivery. He wears a wedding
ring.

Willie White first appears in a full gorilla suit. He is a little shorter than
Gary, stockier, with muscular forearms, lots of tattoos, and a round tummy.
His light brown hair is closely shaved with a slight fringe over his high
forehead. He speaks with a huskier voice, and a heavier Dublin accent than
Gary. As the performance unfolds, Willie removes the gorilla suit bit by bit,
until he is left wearing a white cotton vest and briefs, and white sports
socks.

------------------------

That concludes the audio description introduction for The Examination. It
was prepared by Bríd Ní Ghruagáin, who will also provide audio description



for the performance. Audio description at Project Arts Centre is provided by
Arts & Disability Ireland with support from The Arts Council.

For updates about audio described and captioned performances, text
ACCESSARTS to 51444 or head to www.adiarts.ie for more information.

Thank you. Go raibh maith agaibh.


