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A poem titled Bad Lesbian Sex appeared in the centre of page 6 in issue 60 of GCN (March 1994). 
In the upper left corner of the same page, a bold black block asked the question, Why Women’s 
Pages? Next to this read the heading, Lesbian Lives in Ireland. And so it was that the Lesbian 
Pages were born. The Why Women’s Pages? article outlined GCN’s decision to include a new 
two-page regular feature dedicated to women-only content. The article explained that the decision 
had been made, not in order to create division in its readership, but conversely to encourage new 
readership and contribution from women. As part of the new feature, GCN appointed Deborah 
Ballard as the dedicated editor of the pages (she would go on to become the magazine’s chief 
editor from 1997–1999). In spite of these assurances, the new feature came under fire, as 
demonstrated by several letters to the editor in the April issue.

The pages came about following consultation between GCN, NLGF (National Lesbian and Gay 
Federation), and LOT (Lesbians Organising Together). As a result, one of the regular features was 
LOT News, which continued to appear monthly until 1997. Other content from these early days 
ranged from poetry, to an article series highlighting notable lesbians throughout history, to comics 
by Margaret Lonergan. As the pages became more established, they often featured full-page 
interviews with writers, musicians, and other celebrated Irish lesbians. Social and educational 
events were highlighted, such as the Cork Women’s Fun Weekends, the annual Women’s Camp, 
and the Lesbian Lives Conferences. The pages were also strongly committed to expanding the 
focus beyond Dublin and regularly highlighted activities by regional organisations.
 
In issue 90, November 1996, the pages rebranded to Lesbian Lives. They continued to focus 
on women-only content and often extended to three pages from two. As well as the pages, the 
number of women-related articles in the magazine’s general content had increased in quantity and 
frequency. By 1999, this integration meant that the pages began to be phased out. There was little 
objection, with the original aim of increasing female readership and contribution achieved.

GCN Lesbian Pages, 1994
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Bad Lesbian Sex by Carolyn Gammon. GCN, issue 60, March 1994
Courtesy of GCN magazine
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Why Women’s Pages? GCN, issue 60, March 1994
Courtesy of GCN magazine


