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Friday 13th September 1985 saw two milestones in Irish television broadcasting. The first was the 
scheduling change of the popular RTÉ chat show, the Late Late Show from a Saturday to a Friday 
night, perhaps a controversial change for some but not one which could match the controversy 
surrounding two of the guests that appeared on the show that night. 

Two former American nuns, Rosemary Curb and Nancy Manahan had come to Ireland to promote 
their book, Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence. The book was a series of accounts from former 
and indeed, some still practising nuns.  According to Suzy Byrne’s recollection in her article It 
All Happened... from issue 77 of GCN magazine, September 1995, their appearance on the 
show prompted outrage. From petitions to protest vigils and even death threats made towards 
the show’s presenter Gay Byrne, Christian lobbying groups came out in force. One complainant 
applied for an injunction to the high court which was overruled as RTÉ had not confirmed that the 
nuns would be appearing on the show. In another attempt to thwart the women’s publicity tour, 
customs seized up to 1,500 copies of the book, claiming that it was obscene. The decision was 
later reversed and the copies were released. 

In the aftermath of the interview, the general public appeared to have received the women 
favourably, as Carol Lannigan recounts in her article “I was a Lesbian Nuns’ Bodyguard” (GCN, 
issue 77, September 1995). Throughout their stay in Dublin that weekend, they were approached 
by many for photographs, autographs and words of support. The book garnered mixed reviews 
but is commonly acknowledged to have had a positive impact on the acceptance of the lesbian 
community internationally. For the Late Late Show, however, it was another 8 years before they 
attempted to tackle the issue of lesbianism again.

Lesbian Nuns on the Late Late, 1985

One dreadful night in the nunery by Margaret Lonergan. GCN, issue 73, May 1995
Courtesy of GCN magazine



Active Archive - Slow Institution
QUEER-IN-PROGRESS.TIMELINE

Project Arts Centre, Dublin

It all happened... by Suzy Byrne. GCN, issue 77, September 1995
Courtesy of GCN magazine
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“I was a Lesbian Nuns’ Bodyguard” by Carol Lannigan. GCN, issue 77, September 1995
Courtesy of GCN magazine


